30th IR 3rd ID Unit History:

When World War II dramatically broke for the United States on 7 December 1941, the 30th Infantry Regiment, commanded by Colonel William H. Hobson and stationed at Fort Lewis, Washington, was alerted almost immediately for movement with the 3d Infantry Division. Pacific Bound! This electric rumor swept the ranks of men and officers alike. 

But after five months of ever-varying guard duty assignments in the Washington and Oregon coastal and airport areas, the 30th Infantry moved by truck and train to Fort Ord, California, in May 1942. There along the shores of picturesque Monterey Bay and Carmel, where Father Serra built his missions and the Spaniard made his bid for empire, intensive amphibious training began. 

From late May to August 1942, the 30th Infantry, by battalions, engaged in extensive amphibious maneuvers with the 2d Marine Division at San Diego, California, under command of the Pacific Amphibious Corps. 

Returning to Fort Ord in August, the Regiment participated in GHQ amphibious maneuvers and final brush up training for what was still expected to be certain shipment to the Pacific. On 29 July, Colonel Arthur H. Rogers, who had gained valuable experience in the Alaskan Department, and in amphibious operation off the East Coast in 1936, was assigned to command the Regiment. 

Suddenly, however, came a change of plans and mission. It was imperative that the Allies carve out a base from which they could strike Hitler's vaunted Fortress Europe. What could be more fitting than that the 3d Infantry Division, which had been judged by the GHQ test in the summer of 1942 to be the finest amphibious division in the U. S. Army, should be designated to participate in the assault on the German rear in North Africa, an assault which was to end thirty-one months later with the 3d Division receiving the German surrender mission at Salzburg, Austria. 

As a result, in mid-September, the 30th Infantry was shipped across the United States by train to a staging area Camp Pickett, Virginia, where final amphibious training was begun for the first giant shore-to-shore amphibious operation in the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of Operations. There was a sub-infested ocean to be crossed with a forced landing against hostile shores on the other side. The Regiment accepted the challenge. 

The Regiment underwent intensive predawn to after-dusk training at Camp Pickett throughout September and October, with the Division “dry run" exercise of the contemplated Moroccan operation being held at Solomon's Island in the historic Chesapeake Bay in early October. 

Following this operation, last-minute arrangements for overseas shipment were completed with Officers and NCOs working around the clock to complete their numerous tasks before deadline. Last minute priorities of the Naval Frontier Equipment, as well as last minute additions of units and equipment being loaded onto overcrowded ships, found the Regimental Transport Quartermaster going three nights without sleep in order to meet the sailing hour announced by the War Department.

The 30th Infantry Regiment's first World War II action was against French forces at Fedala in Northwest Africa on 8 November 1942. Specifically, the 30th Infantry assaulted a fort consisting of 138mm coastal artillery guns and heavy machine guns. 1 officer and 75 French coastal artillerymen manned the Battery. This action lasted four days. 

1. After marking time in French Morocco for eight months, the 30th Infantry Regiment landed at Licata in Sicily as part of the U. S. Seventh Army. This action lasted 38 days and saw the 2d Battalion make two end-runs at San Agata and Brolo on the north coast of Sicily. This action also saw the 3d Battalion makes a record breaking march from Racalmuto to San Stefano over rugged mountains, a distance of 54 miles in 33 hours. 

The next action by the 30th was at Salerno, Italy, were it began landing at 0900 hours 18 September 1943. This lasted for 59 days with places like Acerno, Volturno River, Montesarchio, Formicola, San Nicola Ridge and Mt. Rotondo becoming familiar names to men of the Regiment. 
When the Regiment was relieved on 17 November, it had been in combat for 59 continuous days and had suffered 975 casualties. Thirteen officers and 243 men made the supreme sacrifice. For the next two months the Regiment rested and trained for its next action. 

The Regiment's next action came soon enough on 22 January 1944 at a place that still brings chills up and down the spines of those still living who served there Anzio. 

The Anzio campaign lasted four months and cost the Regiment the staggering total of 32 officers and 679 enlisted men killed in action; 9 officers and 173 enlisted men listed missing in action; and 83 officers and 1,875 enlisted men wounded in action; a grand total of 2,85 1 casualties, of whom twenty-five percent were killed.  For the outstanding heroism and achievements in battle during this eventful period, officers and men of the Regiment were awarded 6 Medals of Honor, 12 Distinguished Service crosses, 205 Silver Stars and 221 Bronze Stars. Again the Regiment had upheld its fighting traditions and could feelingly say to those who fell, “Well done; rest in peace!" 

In addition, all members of the regiment could now wear another battle Star-the Rome-Arno Campaign-which was the fifth for the Fedala men (those who had been with the Regiment since the first action of the war). Those who had made the landing on 22 January were entitled to the D-day Bronze Service Arrowhead. For Fedala men of the 2d Battalion, Anzio had represented their fifth fighting amphibious assault. For other Fedala members of the Regiment Anzio was the third fighting landing. 

In retrospect, no period in the Regiment's history was so full of sobering gloom or heart-warming glory as the bitter months just past Anzio to Rome-the glory road of the men who by their unstinting sacrifice made the victory possible! 

During the Anzio campaign other names became familiar to members of the Regiment. Names like, Garibaldi's Tomb, Britt's Junction, Kinney's Corner, Ponte Rotto, Operation "Mr. Black," Operation "Mr. Green," the Mussolini Canal, Houses 1-7 near Carano, Paratrooper Hill and H Force (which was made up of the 30th Infantry and the 1st Armored Division). Major General Harmon, in praising the 30th Infantry for its outstanding job in the action, asserted that the H Force counterattack had "saved the beachhead." 

On 3 March, the 3d Division was duly recognized for its outstanding work in repelling the 29 February-2 March counterattack. A series of newspaper stories sent out by the Associated Press and United Press lauded the Division to the skies. The stories stressed the Divisional history of that date, pointing out that the 3d had been dubbed "Rock of the Marne" in July 1918, and had become the Rock of Anzio in 1944, when the better part of five divisions were unable to budge it and the third major attempt to drive the American and British forces into the sea had collapsed. 

United Press dispatch of March 1944: 

"The German Fourteenth Army has abandoned its third major attempt to crush the Allied beachhead below Rome, it was disclosed officially today, after taking a savage, 36-hour beating from the veteran American 3d Infantry Division and a record concentration of Allied planes and cannon. 

"Counting their dead in the hundreds, the Germans fell back in their initial jump off place yesterday as the Americans completed the liquidation of the 1,500-yard salient won and lost by the Germans at a staggering cost. [Reference is to the 2d Battalion; 30th Infantry, counterattack.] 

After entering Rome on 4 June, the 30th Infantry spent twelve days garrisoning Rome and then moved to Mad di Quarto near Naples for more amphibious training, speed marches, twenty-five mile hikes and passes. Then on 8 August the Regiment loaded up for its final amphibious assault of World War II. 

The 30th Infantry landed near Cavalaire in Southern France at 0920 hours 15 August 1944. The Regiment moved quickly through towns like Cogolin, Collobrieres, Pierrefeu, Gonfaron, Brignoles, Aix-en-Provence, Salon and by 28 August was near Montelimar. Then it was on to Besancon, which was captured by 1st Battalion on 7 September. 

The Regiment spent 12 September to 5 December battling through the Vosges Mountains. Then the Regiment spent 15 December to 14 March 1945 aiding in the elimination of the Colmar Pocket. 

At 0100 hours on 15 March the 30th Infantry began its assault on the Siegfried Line and 8 May found the Regiment in Salzburg, Austria when the war ended. 
Lineage and Honors 30th IR:

Constituted 2 February 1901 in the Regular Army as Company A, 30th Infantry

Organized 16 March 1901 at the Presidio of San Francisco, California

(30th Infantry assigned 21 November 1917 to the 3d Division; relieved 12 January 1940 from assignment to the 3d Division; assigned 15 May 1940 to the 3d Division [later re-designated as the 3d Infantry Division]; relieved 6 April 1951 from assignment to the 3d Infantry Division; assigned 2 December 1954 to the 3d Infantry Division)

Theater of Operations:

Mediterranean

European

Campaigns:

Algeria French Morocco (with arrowhead)

Tunisia (with arrowhead)

Sicily

Naples-Foggia 

Anzio (with arrowhead)

Rome-Arno

Southern France (with arrowhead)

Ardennes-Alsace

Central Europe

Awards:

Presidential Unit Citation (Army) for SICILY 

Presidential Unit Citation (Army) for MOUNT ROTUNDO 

Presidential Unit Citation (Army) for BESANCON, FRANCE 

Presidential Unit Citation (Army) for COLMAR 

French Croix de Guerre with Palm, World War II for COLMAR 

French Croix de Guerre, World War II, and Fourragere

Unit Organization:
1-Squad Leader Sergeant

1-Assistant Squad Leader Corporal

1-Grenadier PFC

7-riflemen Privates

As the unit would grow we would follow typical TO&E for an Infantry Platoon.  Rank will be determined by annual unit elections.

Unit Uniform Requirements:

Shirt, Wool Flannel, EM, M-1937, w/3rd Div. Patch

Trousers, Field, Wool, EM, OD, M-1937

Jacket, Field M-1941, w/3rd Div. patch left sleeve

Jacket, Field M-1943, w/3rd Div. patch left sleeve

Trousers Belt OD with open face buckle

Neckties, Mohair 

Cap, Garrison, OD

Cap Overseas with Infantry Branch piping

Shoes, Field service, Types I through III (Russet to Rough out)

Socks, Wool

M-43 Combat Boot (no French boots allowed)

Leggings, Canvas, Dismounted M-38, 8 Eyelet Type

Helmet M-1 with Khaki chin straps, sewn or riveted (no metal fasteners to hold on)

Cap, Wool, Knit (Jeep Cap)

Shirt, Cotton, Khaki 
Trouser, Cotton, Khaki 

Cap, Garrison, Khaki 

Pr. Gloves, Wool

Coat, Serge, OD

Overcoat, Wool OD 
Jackets, Herringbone Twill 
Trousers, Herringbone Twill 
Hat, Herringbone Twill 

Barrack Bag 

Duffel Bag

Equipment Requirements:

Belt, Cartridge, Dismounted, M1923

Belt, Pistol, M1936

Haversack, M1910/28

Meat Can Pouch

Meat Can, M1942

Knife, Fork and Spoon

Bag Musette M1936 (Officers Only)

Suspenders Field, OD, M1936 (Officers Only)

Pouch First Aid and Packet, M1942

Bag Carrying Ammunition w/strap (GP Bag)

Cover Canteen M1910

Canteen (WW2 Dated) and Cup (WW2 Dated)

Carrier Tool Entrenching M1910

Entrenching Tool M1910

Carrier Tool Entrenching M1943

Tool Entrenching M1943

Pouch Compass Lensatic

Lensatic Compass

Tent, Half Shelter, with pins (5), poles and rope (tent must be button type - no snaps)

Blanket, Wool, OD M-1934

Authorized Weapons:

US Rifle CAL.30 M-1 (Garand) w/Sling Leather M1907 or web

US Rifle .30 CAL M1903A3 w/sling M1907 Leather Only

Browning Automatic Rifle, .30 CAL, M1918A2 (One per Squad)

Carbine .30 CAL M-1

M1911 .45 cal. (Officers and NCO’s Only)

Thompson Sub-Machinegun .45 cal

Authorized Crew Served Weapons

M-1A1 & M-9 Rocket Launcher A.T. (Bazooka)

M1919A4 BLMG

Knives and Bayonets 

The bayonet for rifle carried (worn from web belt) 

M-3 fighting knife (carried strapped to leg) 

M1918 Knuckle knife is an optional knife

Individual Awards Within the Regiment:
Members of the Regiment had been awarded 12 Medals of Honor and 58 Distinguished Service Crosses and each battalion had been awarded the Presidential Unit Citation.

Unit Casualties: 

The Regiment had suffered a total of 8,308 casualties of which 1,876 were killed in action. 

References:

Center of Military History

3rd Infantry Division Association

30th Infantry Regiment Association
Organization:

2. CO – Pat Blaser
Authenticity Officer – Jon Butler
Public Relations –Greg Lee
Awards:

The unit will not issue awards.  Awards earned by the regiment will be the only awards allowed for wear on Class A uniform.  NO AWARDS FOR VALOR OR COMBAT WILL BE AUTHORIZED, unless wearer has personally earned the award for combat service.  DD-214 will be required for proof.

3. Current Unit Roster:

4. Greg Lee

5. Kathleen Lee

6. Pat Blaser

7. Beverly Blaser

8. Jon Butler

9. Wendy Butler 

Applications attached for membership application.

Mission Statement:

To portray as accurately as possible soldiers of the most decorated division in the United States Army, the 3rd Infantry.  Demonstrate through static displays and battle reenactments what life was like for the men that served in a combat Infantry unit in World War 2.  Work through local schools and civic organizations to perpetuate the memory of the World War Two Veteran.

Authenticity Guidelines for the 30th IR, 3rd Infantry:
1. Hair must be cut (trimmed) in a 1940's style. It must be tapered and trimmed to the nape of the neck and around the ears so as not to touch the ears or collar. Blocked haircuts are NOT permitted. Sideburns can be no longer than mid-ear. Mustaches must be trimmed to 1940's military style (British troops exempt). All mustaches must be trimmed above the upper lip line. It cannot extend past the edge of the mouth more that 1/4 inched and cannot drop down around the corners of the mouth. A beard shall be defined as any facial hair, other that approved mustaches, which is no longer than a two- (2) day growth (about 1/8 inches) and are not permitted.   

2. Modern non-prescription sunglasses as well as prescription glasses with non-period frames are NOT allowed.

3. Only period style watches with sweep second hands allowed (IE Hamilton “Hack” style watches or Bulova period watches).  NO digital watches are to be worn in the field.

4. Weapons must be of pre-June 1945 military type used by the unit portrayed or an acceptable replica.  See above weapons list for appropriate weapons.

5. Uniforms, equipment, insignia, and emblems must be of a type, style, and material in use by the unit portrayed during WWII.  See above approved equipment and weapons list.  This is mostly inclusive, any deviations from the above must be approved by the Unit Commanding Officer.

If at any time there is a doubt about an item, ASK.  When in doubt LEAVE IT OUT of your display!

